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Frederici Hoffmanni Fred. FilM. J). Exercitatig 
Medico Chyrnica de Cinnabari Antimonii. 

Lugd. Batavorum 16%$ V° 

HE Author of this Treatife defigning to give an 
^^ exacSt proceis of the Cinnabar ok Antimony, and 
examine its Cooftituent prinGipleSi to SojLve all Pheno- 
mena that occur in its preparation j to explain the 
Mode of its operation, and deferibe its Virtues: be- 
gins firft with its two Ingredients Antimony, and Sub- 
limate ; and coniiders their principles in diftind: 
Chapters ^ makes Experiment in- what proportion Salts, 
and Mercury are Containd in Sublimate $ gives you cau- 
tion how to choofe the Sublimate, and gives account 
what happened remarkable from diftilling Cinnabar of 
Antimony with Sublimate adulterated with Arfenic\. 

Treating next of -the Butter of Antimony, he exa- 
mines its two Principles, the one Salin&znA fluid, the o- 
ther Firm & dry, which he calls Mercurius Vita; & here a- 
gainhe makes tryall in what proportion each Ingre- 
dient is included in this Composition ; he infills much 
upon the Management of the fire, and Veffels in this 
preparation; and . fliewsa way how to prepare Butter of 
Antimony without fare. 

And here betakes notice of that odd Phenomenon > 
why Butter of Antimony makes fuch an efFervefcence 
with Spirit of Niter only, and with no other Corrofive 
Me?ijlruum befides^ -..which he Solves by fuppoling that 
the Spirit of Niter , by its mixing with the Salts in 
the Sublimate j becomes an Aqua P^egis, which works 
upon the Included Antimonial particles, juft as that Cor- 
rolive Menfiruum is obierv'd to work upon the powder 
©f Antimony* 
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Coming next to fpeak of Cinnabar of Antimony lie 
demonftrates thefe 3 Principles to exiftin it, vhu Mer- 
cury, the Sulphur oi Antimony , and an. Acid Spirit ha* 
pregnated with a Vitriolich^ Sulphur ; that Mercury, 'does 
cheifly conftitute this Compofttion, he proves id that itr 
comes very near in weight to common Precipitate. 
He like wife makes Experiments of the proportionable 
encreafe of each Ingredient of Cinnabar by fire; par- 
ticularly of the encreafe of Mercury, which he proves 
hoth from the Obfervation of others and his own, 
in converting Tinn , Lead almoft all into Mercury. 

Mercury revived from Cinnabar of : Antimony he pre- 
fers much before the common, either to Amalgamate 
Metals, or in Medicine: the caufe of which he im- 
putes, to the Mercury $ being depurate fro m its Metallic^ 
terrene and heterogeneous particles by the Sulphur of 
Antimony. To Revive Mercury from Cinnabar , he finds 
fillings of Steel, or Copper to be more e&edual then 
Lixivial Salts s to prove which, he mentions an Ex- 
periment (which he-defigns to make a nice tryal of a- 
gainj where mixing 6 Ounces of Mercury with 10 oun- 
ces of Salt of Tartar, he obtained no more then j. 
Ounces of Mercury- 

Coming next to fpeak of the Preparation of Cinna- 
bar of Antimony, according to others, and his own 
ways, he places much in fubliming it often , and Cau- 
tions you as in pondering this, fo to grind all other 
ponders exceeding fine; fince groffer ponders ferve one- 
ly to abforb aciditys in the Prima? Vi* , and cannot 
enter the Laicals, thence to be received by the mafs 
of blood. He confiders next how the Virtues of this Cin- 
nabar maybe exalted, whither by Solution, Fixation, or 
drawing a Tia&ure from it. Solution by Corrofive Men- 
flruums, fuch as Aqua Fortis, Aqua F^gis, Spirit of Niter, 
&c he condemns, as making it dangerous to be taken 
inwardly. Other Iufipid /Ethereal univerfal Solvents, 
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fuch as vain Chymifts pretend to, he confefses him- 
fclf ignorant of. Only this he has obferved in his pra- 
cStife , that by pouring upon Cinnabar , fweet Spirit 
of Vitriol, though the Solution was only fuperficial; 
yet this Liquor did far exceed Cinnabar in Virtues. 

Amongft the different ways of fixing Cinnabar by com- 
mon Salt, Oyl of Vitriol or Sulphur, he gives a Method fo 
to prepare Cinnabar with Spirit of Niter and 0/7 of/3- 
triol, that its Mercury will not tinge Gold white, and 
the Cinnabar thus prepared , thrown upon burning Coals, 
will all fly away. He fuppofes Cnajfelius preparation was 
fuch wherewith he cured the Gout ; and the Author him- 
felf tells us that he has with this Cinnabar, extract of the 
Cortex, LeJJer Centory, Gentian, and Salt of Wormwood, 
made up in Bobis, Cured fome Quartans to admiration; 
yet he confeffes'tis not fo fixt, but' that its Mercury may 
eafily be revived again. To draw a Tin&ure from Cin- 
nabar he thinks notfeafible, fince he can find no Men- 
ftruum to diffciveit, but fhews divers ways of drawing a 
Tincture from the Sulphur of Antimony included in the 
Cinnabar. 

Laftly he obferves that Cinnabar is the beft corrector of 
Opium, and describes a Preparation of his, where Opium is 
£b corre6ted,which he prefers before the richeft Laudanum 
In explaining the manner of the operation of Cinnabar^ 
he follows Helmonts P hi I 'of op hy ; and afTerts, that it does 
not work only by abforbing ^/ihumorsas fome would 
have it; ("fince by the affufion of an Acid on Cinnabar , no 
alteration is produced,) but by opening all obftru&ions, 
refolvingTartareous humors,promoting their excretion ; 
invigorating the Spirits and the natural! ferments of the 
body; and destroying thofe that are noxious- 
It may feem needlefs to mention all the difeafes, a- 
gainft which he afferts Cinnabar to be effe&uah fince he 
explains its Operations to be much like thofe of a P: 
nacetv. 

FINIS. 



